Newsletter 17th June 2020

1 - FRIDAY 19TH JUNE Dress as a superhero for a gold coin donation to support HeartKids.

Thank you
I wish to express our gratitude to you all for your understanding about the Phase 3 requirements. We
are beginning to restart some of the activities that parents and community members run. Basketball
and netball training are restarting and so are Baha’i lessons. We are planning for Choir and Running
Club to start in Term 3. It is nice to see these sorts of things restart as we can begin to see the light at
the end of the tunnel.
Teacher Availability After School
We realise, for some of you, especially the parents of young children, that it has been strange not seeing
your child’s teacher regularly. In order to provide an informal opportunity to see your child’s teacher we
have set up a roster below for staff in Years 1-6 to be at a gate one afternoon a week. The kindy and
pre-primary teachers are available most days after school at their gates on Banksia Tce.

INTEGRITY
Being honest and standing up for what you believe is right. Doing the right thing even if it is hard.

Integrity Awards 17/06/2020

Honour Awards 17/06/2020

Special congratulations to Ryan from S3 on receiving the General Excellence Scholarship at Wesley
College.

2 - S4 has been looking at the Cartesian coordinate system as part of Measurement this term. They have been looking at how it
is used to create digital images on screens, including graphics for video games. The students created some of their own art
using Cartesian planes, and then wrote code for somebody else to use to re-create the image. You can see some of their
fantastic creations here.
Mr Griffiths, Teacher

Running Club.
Running Club will recommence next term in Week 2.
Cross Country.
A notification on Consent2Go has been sent home to all students from Pre-primary to Year 6 about our
Faction Cross Country. The Carnival is scheduled for Friday July 31. This is a compulsory event. All
competitors will run outside the school grounds on the footpath on Fourth Ave from the Kiss and Wave
gate to the Oval gate. Students will train on the course going outside school grounds on the footpath
during PE lessons supervised by Raema Stanford. If you have any concerns or questions, please contact
Mrs Stanford. The Cross Country course maps are displayed on the sport notice board outside the
staffroom. More details and the program will be available next term.
Sporting Schools.
This term all schools who were successful in their application for funding were given $650. I have chosen
to use it to purchase equipment to support our PE program.

KPS Library Newsletter

3 - [1] https://kensingtonps.softlinkhosting.com.au/oliver/home/news

WANTED!
Kindy to Year 6 Students

Would you like to see your book review on our library website?
If that sounds like fun, please borrow a book from the library, read it, then write a short review about
the story.

Go to “Book Reviews “ on the library website and have a look at what other students have written.

Holiday Borrowing is coming!!

If you have returned all your library books by Monday 28th June (that’s the last Monday of term), you
will be able to borrow books for the holidays.

Cleaners Day
On Monday it was Cleaners Day. Across Australia, school cleaners were recognised and celebrated for
the incredible work they have done to keep our schools safe and clean throughout the COVID-19
pandemic. To celebrate this day our students made a thank you video clip, which can be found on our
webpage or by clicking this link.

Student Voice Forums
Later this term (in Week 9) we will be assembling a group of students (two representatives from each
class) and running a forum for students to share what they like and don’t like about the school and their
ideas for improving the school. This will help us plan for the future and especially our new business plan
due to start next year. Some ideas we will be able to implement quickly and some may take a bit longer
to plan and finance. We are looking forward to getting the children together to share their thoughts and
ideas.
Planning for the Future – School Board and Biennial Community Survey
We will be discussing with the School Board all the things we have liked and disliked about the changes
we have had to make during this COVID-19 crisis. We wish to capture everything that has been good
and see if we can continue it, while ensuring we remove all the things that have been unfortunate. We
also want to see how we can build on the positives.

In addition, we will be providing all parents, staff and Year 4-6 students with the opportunity to provide
the school with feedback on this as well as any other areas of school life, through our biennial survey
which will be sent out next Wednesday 24th June. Please keep an eye out for this email notification.
Loose Parts Play
‘Loose parts’ is a term that refers to any material that can be moved, carried, stacked or altered. Often
they are things people throw away but are actually still good for play. Loose parts can be natural or
recycled materials. The play inspires creativity, discovery and exploration. It also supports children in
risk assessment and management, as well as sharing and respecting each other’s ideas and needs. We
are in the planning stages for providing opportunities for our children to enjoy loose parts play by
setting up a storeroom in the sea container for materials that children can use at break time or as part of
lesson time. We will get a lot of supplies from ReMida but if your office/place of work is throwing out
materials that children could use or if you have a collection of natural objects such as nuts, shells,
pebbles etc, please consider donating them to the school. Below are some links to video clips on loose
parts play for your information.
https://youtu.be/MDl5T51zhh0
https://youtu.be/u7rz1i236og
https://youtu.be/QP3idysTSZs

Quadrangle Upgrade
We feel our quadrangle is looking a bit tired. We have been considering how we could make it more
inviting and appealing. We would love to include some art work and seating as well as including some
representation of the Noongar culture. We would also like it to represent our school values. If you have
any expertise or experience in planning or building outdoor environments, we would appreciate your
advice. Please email or phone the office and let us know what you could offer and about your
availability. This is a long term project as it will involve applying for grants and raising funds.

Riding Safely to School
During this pandemic we have noticed a sharp rise in students riding their bikes and scooters to
school. Our Bike shed is packed. This is something we may need to review and something I know the
P&C have been considering. However, it is also a timely reminder to discuss road safety with your
child. Below is some advice from the Queensland government.
Safety tips for cycling
If your child is in primary school, ride with them until they are confident. Once they have the skills and
feel safe, try to find a friend from their school they can ride with.
Teach your child:
•

the safest route to school (such as on a bike path or through suburban streets)

•

to ride on the left side of the road, at least 1 metre from the curb (if they are in high school and
feel comfortable), or on the footpath (if they are in primary school or not confident at cycling)

•

to try and stay 1 metre behind vehicles or bikes in front of them

•

to wear their helmet correctly (so that it cannot move back or forward when they move their
head)

•

the bike road rules

•

to wear bright coloured clothing when riding

•

to avoid being followed closely by vehicles

•

that they shouldn’t ever ‘double’ their friends

•

to ride with a maximum of 2 cyclists side by side

•

what to do in an emergency—it’s a good idea to have them carry a mobile with emergency
numbers on speed dial

•

to use hand signals to let others know where they are going and what they are doing

•

how to lock their bike up securely.

Notifications of Absences
We would appreciate it if you could notify the school on the day of any of your child(ren)’s
absences. This saves you forgetting and us having to chase you up for a reason. All absences require a
reason provided by the parents/carers. We have also noticed a number of conflicting reasons given to
the staff. Please ensure you provide a clear reason. We must give each reason a code so it is important
we understand the situation. Telling the teacher one reason and then giving the office another reason is
problematic, to say the least. You may give the reason to the teacher via email or ClassDojo or the office
via a phone call or by using the SmartLink app. Thank you for your assistance with this.

Our Owl
Our owl has returned again this year. It is a Southern Boobook owl. Mrs McPhail took some lovely
photos of it and we have included one here. We also have some nesting pink and grey galahs.

4 - Our Southern Boobook owl

Vale Jim Hurst
We have just been informed that Mr Jim Hurst, a principal at Kensington PS in the early years of this
century, has passed away. We are grateful for his years of service to this community.

Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with Disability (NCCD)
Every year, all schools in Australia participate in the Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School
Students with Disability (NCCD). The NCCD process requires schools to identify information already
available in the school about supports provided to students with disability. These relate to legislative
requirements under the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 and the Disability Standards for Education
2005, in line with the NCCD guidelines(2019).
Information provided about students to the Australian Government for the NCCD includes:
·

year of schooling

·

category of disability: physical, cognitive, sensory or social/emotional

·
level of adjustment provided: support provided within quality differentiated teaching practice,
supplementary, substantial or extensive.
This information assists schools to:
·

formally recognise the supports and adjustments provided to students with disability in schools

·

consider how they can strengthen the support of students with disability in schools

·
develop shared practices so that they can review their learning programs in order to improve
educational outcomes for students with disability.
The NCCD provides state and federal governments with the information they need to plan more broadly
for the support of students with disability.
The NCCD will have no direct impact on your child and your child will not be involved in any testing
process. The school will provide data to the Australian Government in such a way that no individual
student will be able to be identified – the privacy and confidentiality of all students is ensured. All
information is protected by privacy laws that regulate the collection, storage and disclosure of personal
information. To find out more about these matters, please refer to the Australian Government’s Privacy
Policy (https://www.education.gov.au/privacy-policy).
Further information about the NCCD can be found on the NCCD Portal (https://www.nccd.edu.au).
If you have any questions about the NCCD, please contact the school.

School Board Update
Our next Board meeting is on Monday 22nd June at 5:30pm.
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