Newsletter 20th May 2020

Wednesday 27th May will be a Pyjama Day. Everyone is welcome to wear their pyjamas to school. It
will be the culmination of our Wacky Wednesdays. You might have noticed that the staff had been
dressing in a variety of themes on Wednesdays to symbolise that we were all in this together – reflecting
our school motto – Together we Achieve. Themes included: stripes, dots, specific colours like orange,
wacky footwear etc.
Monday 1st June is WA DAY which is a public holiday; a pupil free day for all students and staff.

What have we learnt?
I have been reflecting on the situation we found ourselves in due to COVID-19. There have been a lot of
difficult requirements that have caused distress and anxiety. Not the least of which was not being able
to visit our loved ones or even touch them. I know many people have missed their hugs.
However, there have also been some wonderful side effects which we might like to consider keeping. I
am sure many of you have noticed the wonderful benefits nature has felt. We have noticed a big
increase in bird life at the school. Perhaps nature has had a chance to fight back against our society’s
dominance. It is lovely to hear a chorus of different birds as we arrive in the morning (although their
little gifts on our cars are probably not as much appreciated).
Speaking of nature, it might have allowed us all to appreciate the benefits of nature to our health and
wellbeing. It is said that many of our children are suffering from a new dis-ease – Nature Deficit
Disorder. We are now struggling to manage the number of bikes and scooters at school because of the
huge increase in cycling and scooting. This is a welcome problem. It is great to see so many families
leaving the car at home and riding or walking under their own power. That too has benefited the
natural world but it has big benefits to physical health and mental wellbeing.
Time to relax, perhaps learn mindfulness or meditation, is the best thing we can do to relieve anxiety
and tension. Spending time in nature; employing our senses to appreciate it is good for the
environment and us. Some of us have just realised that we had divorced ourselves from nature and
were feeling the consequences without recognising it.
Many of us has also felt the benefits of slowing the pace of life by not being overscheduled. As so many
things have been closed we can no longer attend classes for this and that, or meetings that require
travel etc. Many children and parents are feeling the benefits of not having so many appointments and
places to be and have realised how much pressure that had been putting on them. Often it is only when
those pressures stop that we realise how much we have been feeling them and, how much damage it
was doing us.
I am sure, over the holidays, some of you heard your children complain about boredom. But did you
know that boredom is a great catalyst for creativity? It is what we do with boredom that makes it either

good or bad. I am sure you saw lots of things on social media and TV where people were showing great
creativity during this time. Some of you might also have reflected on your own childhood and what you
did and were allowed to do as you enjoyed more freedoms and didn’t have computers.
Speaking of the computer – it has been both an asset and a source of anxiety through this. There have
been amazing benefits to having access to computers – downloading movies, music and books; ordering
good online and keeping in touch; not to mention the ability to keep on learning. I know the teachers
learnt a lot very quickly about using certain software products. However, when it didn’t work, because
things were crashing under the pressure of unprecedented demand, there were a lot of
frustrations. Addiction to computers is also a huge issue, especially amongst youth. Addiction can ruin
relationships and mental health. Spending so much time online to the detriment of your physical health
(not exercising and eating easy to grab processed foods) is another cost of computer
addiction. Balancing the use of computers and the time spent in front of screens is one of the biggest
issues parents have had to deal with in this generation. It is not easy, as it is a fact of life, but it is
difficult to monitor and control, especially as it can be difficult to know if children are doing school work
or playing. I don’t envy parents today. But the computer/internet has also been a lifesaver at this time.
Did you take this opportunity to take stock of your usage?
I hope we did take the opportunity to take stock of how we live our lives and what we can do, moving
forward, to ensure we don’t lose the benefits we have noticed during this testing time. I know some
people have expressed their appreciation for the benefits of dropping children at the gate, for
example. It has reduced some of the emotional partings and staff have noticed a big improvement in
student’s independence – organising themselves in readiness for each day’s learning in the classroom on
their own. There has been a smoother and less emotional start to the day as there are less people in the
room etc. Perhaps this is something we can build on into the future. Are there others? What will be
the new normal? Will there be more benefits for health due to the increased hygiene measures – less
lost time due to illness? I guess only time will tell – but it is an opportunity I hope we don’t miss.
Chaplain
Our chaplain, Maureen Du Preez, has been very busy meeting with children and helping them process
the situation we have found ourselves in. If you would like our chaplain to chat with you or your child,
please let us know by phoning the school (6436 8448) or emailing Maureen at
maureen.dupreez@youthcare.org.au. She works on Mondays and Wednesdays.

Semester Reports
Due to the disruption to education caused by COVID-19, we will not be giving grades/progress
indicators on this semester’s reports as it would require us to base our grades on too little, and
unreliable, information. In Pre-primary to Year 6 we will be giving effort ratings for each subject and
comments for English and Mathematics as well as an overall comment too, as per usual. The
kindergarten reports will only have an overall comment and photos. While some parents may wish to
have grades, it is useful to know that within the education community, and supported by research,
giving grades or scores for student work while they are in the middle of learning, is
counterproductive. It signals the end of learning and the comments are then wasted as they don’t

engage the learner. So, if Semester 1 reports are aimed to help students improve, then they don’t
achieve this when there is a grade. Feedback should cause thinking and increase the extent to which
students are owners of their own learning. Grades take that away from students. They are good for
summarizing achievement at a point in time, but they don’t help with learning. If we must give grades,
they are better at the end of the year. Unfortunately, they (grades) do tend to become self-fulfilling
prophecies as students begin to see themselves and their abilities as fixed with those grades. So,
perhaps we can see this as a benefit of the COVID-19 as the reason we must give grades is due to federal
government requires and these have been relaxed due to the current situation.
Sick Students and COVID-19 Testing
We are encouraging all students and staff who feel ill not to attend school. This is actually not new, but
it is more imperative at the moment. So, please keep sick children at home and, if students are unwell
at school, we will, of course, call parents and caregivers to come and collect their children. If you or
your child have any of the following symptoms we strongly encourage you to get tested for COVID19. The test is quick and the results are returned quickly too. Students should not return to school
until the results are received and they are cleared. Please let you child's class teacher know of your
concerns.
•

fever

•

flu like symptoms such as coughing, sore throat and headaches

•

difficulty breathing.

Extra School Development Day (Pupil Free)
As you know, this term did not start until Wednesday 29th April. This was because we had an ANZAC
day public holiday on the Monday and a School Development Day on the Tuesday. However, due to the
sudden change in plans for Term 2 the Department gave everyone this day for organising the term. This
meant we lost this School Development Day. The Department has granted all schools that were in this
position an extra day to allow us to address the agenda items originally planned for that day. We will,
therefore, have an extra Pupil Free Day on Friday 21st August. Please put this in your diaries.
COVID-19 Education Assistance package from NBN
NBN is providing funding to assist phone and internet providers to support low-income family
households with school-aged children, who do not currently have an active NBN connection at home.
This funding will help phone and internet providers create more affordable offers to connect eligible
families during Term 2.
If parents and carers want to take advantage of these offers, they can contact internet providers and ask
for special COVID-19 deals. The participating provider will help determine if parents and carers are
eligible for assistance. It is important you read the terms and conditions of the offers carefully.

Discovering the power of imagination!
Encouraging original thought, curiosity and daring to see things in new ways. Identifying your own
special strengths.
Congratulations to the award winners from the past fortnight, who were announced during the PA
'assembly' this morning.

Creativity Awards 20/05/2020

Honour Awards 20/5/2020

Participation in PE Lessons
If your child is unable to participate fully in PE lessons could you please email me
Raema.Stanford@education.wa.edu.au and CC the teacher into the email. Please indicate if they are
unable to participate at all or to what extent they can participate.
Thanks, Raema Stanford.

Introducing the following representatives Simon Keen and Clare Brook.

1 - SIMON KEEN
Commenced in 2020
I have two sons at Kensington Primary, Jimmy in Year 3, and Leo, in Pre-Primary. My wife and I lived in Kensington while we
both studied Theatre Arts at Curtin University, and after 12 years in Sydney returned to Perth and moved to Kensington, which
felt like home. My parents still live in Kensington and pick up our sons from school a couple of times a week.
I have worked in the Arts my whole life, as an actor initiallly and then on the business side. I am currently the General Manager
at WA Youth Jazz Orchestra. It is in this position and that I have had the most contact with the education system system as
WAYJO produces a large-scale education program, focusing on high-school and lower primary events and concerts. I developed
our Jazz for Juniors program, aimed at under 7 year-olds, after realising that my children were interested in participating in
concerts and trying out instruments designed specially for their small hands.
I wished to join the Kensington Primary Board to give back to the community and use my management skills in strategy, finance
and marketing to promote the growth of the school and collaborate with other parents.

2 - CLARE BROOK
Commenced in 2020
I offer 30 years experience as an Early Childhood specialist, Level 3 teacher and two years as a deputy principal. I hold a Masters
in Education and am actively involved in the National Quality Standards (NQS) here at Kensington Primary and as a team
partner state-wide in verifications. I have taught all years from K to Year 6 and tertiary level education students. In addition, I
have held the role of curriculum consultant in early childhood education in the mid-west serving 52 schools.
I strongly believe in a whole child focus to education and that staff, parent and students relationships are paramount to student
success.

Room 5 wrote these wonderful narratives inspired by the text 'Tom and the Island of Dinosaurs'. In the
story Tom soars to an island in his hot air balloon. We made our own 3D hot air balloons and decorated
them with two-dimensional shapes that all had something in common. Some hot air balloons only
feature quadrilaterals, some are decorated with irregular shapes and some feature shapes that all have
at least one right angle. We know not many people have seen our display, but we certainly had fun
making it!
Teacher, Miss Hasson

When viewing our new look newsletter, you can swap view, enabling you to see quick links to different
sections of the newsletter.
This is achieved by clicking the little bullet list icon at the bottom right of your screen.

3 - This will enable you to navigate easily through the newsletter sections

