Kensington Primary School
Newsletter 6th May 2020
Coming Events
School Board Meeting
This will occur via Zoom on Wednesday 13th May at 5:30pm.

Principal's Message

School is Back!
Contrary to what was planned for Term 2, we have returned to an open school. It has been lovely to see all the little
faces come back, ready and willing to learn. We have had between 72-74% attendance in Week 1 and this has
increased this week to 80% on Monday and 81% on Tuesday.
Of the other two learning mode options, the most popular has been the online. We thank all our teachers for
producing two weeks’ worth of online and paper based learning packages. We thank our key teachers (one per
grade level) who will continue to develop these packages while people continue to keep their children learning at
home due to COVID-19.
Mrs Natalie Bennett has been the key teacher manning the learning at home hotline for our students between 10am
and 1pm each day. She has been a classroom teacher at this school and is currently one of the Visual Art
specialists. She can be contacted through the office on 6436 8448 or via email at
kensington.ps.IT@education.wa.edu.au (please note the ‘IT’).
Some parents have asked if they could choose to do a mixture of modes of learning (e.g. come to school some days
and do online at home other days). The simple and clear answer is ‘No’. The reason being that it is of no health
benefit to the community and is detrimental to learning. It also has social implications too, as the children at school
will move on, and what they are doing in class will change while a student is at home learning for a couple of days, so
it will be confusing and disruptive when they return. It is much better to get into a routine of learning rather than to

keep changing the routine as this is unsettling and likely to increase anxieties. We have given you three options,
which is two more than we normally have. We cannot accommodate more and do not believe more would be better
for a child’s learning.
We’ve had a few hiccups this term, but things have, on the whole, gone remarkably smoothly. The hiccups have
been corrected within a day and we appreciate everyone’s understanding and patience while we dealt with these
issues. We had an issue with OneNote last Wednesday but have, through a lot of effort from the deputy, Claire
Backhouse, working with the Department, managed to get it up and running. The paper work packages took a little
longer to deliver, but they were out by the end of that Wednesday. There was a little confusion at pickup on that
first Wednesday but, by Thursday, we had all the children where they needed to be and everyone had vacated the
premises by 3:10pm (which is earlier than normal). Thank you for your support, understanding and flexibility.
Newsletter
You will notice the new format for the newsletter. We are using a program called Sway. You can view this
newsletter as a PDF but it is also available in a easy to navigate format. I hope you prefer the new style.
Annual Report
The Kensington Primary School Annual Report has been published on the Department’s website and the link can be
found here or on our school website (http://kensingtonps.wa.edu.au/index.php/about-us/annual-report/). Please
note, this document relates to the 2019 school year only. There is no reference to COVID-19 as this occurred in
2020. This report shows the remarkable progress and achievement the school made, particularly in literacy (one of
our priority areas), in 2019. It shows we have much to celebrate and appreciate about the achievements and
highlights of that year. Thanks to everyone involved in these results, particularly the class teachers and students,
and also to Mrs Tracey Carpenter for her graphic design work required to produce such a document. A special
thanks to the School Board for their work in reviewing and producing this report.
Delivery of Paper Work Packages
Due to new Department of Education guidelines, it is no longer viable to hand deliver and collect paper work
packages. We are, therefore, asking parents to collect these work packages from a desk outside the school office. A
delivery box will be available in which completed work packages can be returned for marking and feedback. Below is
the schedule for collection fortnightly on Fridays. You will notice there is a morning time and an afternoon time for
you to choose from. Please note, this schedule will be the same each fortnight. Then, any leftover packages will be
mailed to homes (with pre-addressed and paid envelopes for return of finished work). This will, of course, mean a
delay in receiving these (and receiving feedback on work), so we encourage parents to collect these from the school
if they can. However, only one family member may enter the school grounds at the office to do this. They should,
then, leave promptly.
Collection and Drop-off Times
Schedule for fortnightly Friday Collections
Surnames beginning with the following:
A-C

9am – 9:45am

D-M

10am- 10:45am

N-Z

11am-11:45am

A-C

12pm – 12:45pm

D-M 1pm – 1:45pm
N-Z

2pm- 2:45pm

Term 2 Collection Dates:
•

Friday 8th May

•

Friday 22nd May

•

Friday 5th June

•

Friday 19th June

•

Friday 3rd July

Sick Students
We are encouraging all students and staff who feel ill not to attend school. This is actually not new, but it is
imperative at the moment. So, please keep sick children at home and, if students are unwell at school, we will, of
course, call parents and caregivers to come and collect their children. No work packages will be sent home when
children are absent due to illness.
Birthday Cakes
Please ensure these are pre-packaged and not homemade. I know that it is lovely to have homemade, but at this
time, pre-packaged individual cupcakes or sweets (e.g. freddo frogs) is preferred if you wish your child to share them
with the class. Thanks to those who have already considered this.
Kindy 2021 applications
We are now accepting applications for enrolment for Kindy 2021. If your child was born between 1 July 2016 and 30
June 2017, please email kensington.ps@education.wa.edu.au for an Application for Enrolment form to be emailed to
you or phone the office on 6436 8448 to have the forms posted to you. Kindy applications will need to be supported
by the child’s birth certificate/passport, visa grant papers if applicable, immunisation records (AIR Immunisation
Statement) and proof of address (most recent gas/water/electricity bill or lease agreement).
Please also be reminded that being enrolled for kindergarten at KPS does not guarantee a place in Pre-primary,
unless your child lives in our local intake area. Acceptance into Pre-primary is not automatic – you must re-apply
for enrolment into Pre-primary. Application forms for current Kensington kindy kids will be sent home shortly.
Values & Honour Awards

Perseverance
Committing to goals and overcoming obstacles no matter what it takes. Choosing your commitments wisely, and
then don't give up!
Congratulations to the award winners from the past fortnight, who were announced during the PA 'assembly' this
morning.

Values Awards 06/05/2020

Honour Awards 06/05/2020

Library News

Library News
Library Borrowing
Please read below the arrangements for the library.
Junior Travelling Library
All students in K-Yr 2 will have the opportunity to borrow books from Mrs Rankin-Hume’s travelling library on their
normal library days. Mrs Rankin-Hume will bring a selection of books for students to choose from, to each classroom
during their allocated library session.

Reserve and Delivery Service
All students Yr 3- 6 will be shown how to reserve a book on our new online library system. Students will then be
given some time in class to select a book or they can even complete this task at home. Mrs Rankin-Hume will then
process the reserves and the books will be delivered to classrooms.
Learning from Home Students
Students learning at home will be able to watch a video demonstration to help them reserve a book. Mrs RankinHume will process the reserve and then contact the family to let them know it is available for collection. Library book
collections will be available 10am – 1pm daily on a desk outside the front office and 1 member of each family can
come to the table and collect the clearly labelled book(s) for the family. There will also be a returns box for previous
books to be placed.
Mrs Rankin-Hume

UNIFORM SHOP
•

Uniform Shop face to face is closed for the foreseeable future, hopefully only for this term.

•

We are taking ONLINE ORDERS ONLY, using Team App.

•

Delivery will be to your child’s class on a Thursday.

•

If you are concerned about sizing, look at what size they are currently wearing at home and go up ONE size.

•

Please see the SmartLink app. Click on “Uniforms.” For the instructions for ordering click on “Ordering
online via TEAM APP”.

•

If you wish to donate old uniforms, you can drop these in the box outside the office on Thursdays.

SCHOLASTIC BOOKCLUB
Scholastic bookclub is up and running again this term, although it will be slightly different as there are no paper
catalogues at the moment. It is a great way to keep kids reading and support the school at the same time.
•

Click on this link to view the online catalogue. scholastic.com.au/book-club/virtual-catalogue-1/

•

Orders can be lodged through the LOOP app as usual. Just open the app, go to Issue 3 and select the items
you wish to purchase.

•

If you would prefer to pay by cheque or cash please call or text me on 0414 915 169 to arrange your
order. Due to the current restrictions, we are unable to use the P&C box in the school office.

•

Please place orders before Monday 11th May. Books will be delivered as usual through your child's
classroom teacher.

•

For children who are learning at home, just make sure your contact phone number is entered on your LOOP
app and I’ll contact you when your order arrives to arrange delivery.

•

Gift orders are still available by clicking the orange gift order button when placing your order on LOOP.

Thanks for supporting the P&C and Bookclub!
Susan Henwood 0414 915 169

INTRODUCING A NEW PARENT REPRESENTATIVE - LINDA KUT
Commenced in 2020
My partner, two wonderful girls, in Year 1 (Zoe) and Year 3 (Lexie), our golden fur child, Bronte, and I have lived in Kensington for over a decade
(well... not the girls). It is an honour and privilege to be a parent representative for a school our girls love and adore.
KPS has a strong community sense, which is exuded through the teachers, administrators, students and parents alike. It is this community sense
that urged me to become involved at Board level to help guide the objectives and priorities of the school.
More formally, I am the General Manager of Burswood Park, with CPA qualifications. I have served in the public sector for over 20 years, in
education, training, forestry and now parks. I recognise the importance of this role to the greater community and to the future of our children.
For fun, I pretend that I can play the piano, enjoy woodwork and am currently attempting to convince myself and my youngest that we should
get into mountain biking! Call it a mid-life crisis.

SCHOOL SPORTS NEWS
To start the term, we are focusing on running activities in our PE sessions. We have done the Beep Test and will
repeat it again in Week 10 to see how much we improve. I have encouraged the students to go for a run at home
once or twice a week. We are doing a run/walk program to build up our endurance, drills to improve our running
technique and running games in our lessons.
Mrs Stanford

Crunch & Sip

LOST AND FOUND

These items have been handed into the front office. If you have misplaced one of these items, please send your child to collect as soon as
possible.
Thank you

