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Monday 2 March : Labour Day public holiday
Tuesday 3 March – Friday 6 March : Yr 6 beach swimming lessons
Tuesday 3 March : P&C AGM (see details under P&C heading below)
Wednesday 11 March : Assembly
Friday 13 March : Faction swimming carnival (Yrs 4-6 and invited Yrs 2-3)

Census
Last week we completed the annual census which is used to calculate the funding we will
receive. This year, as compared to the same time last year, our population has increased
(particularly in the early years) and so we now have 430 students, whereas at the start of last
year we had 415 students. However, we have dropped the number of full-time classes (PP –
Year 6) but increased in the number of part time students (kindergarten).
Early Close 8th April
The School Board approved our usual early close for parent-teacher meetings. This is also the
date of the ANZAC Day service which will be held in the morning. While we would prefer
that all students leave the school at 12pm, we will make arrangements to supervise those
students who cannot leave until 3pm. Please note, that if your child crosses any roads that are
usually manned by cross walk attendants at 3pm, these will not be available at noon. In this
case, it would be better for any child impacted by this to wait at the school until 3pm so they
can cross safely with an attendant, unless you are able to provide alternative
transport. Meetings will follow the usual process much like “speed dating” whereby 12
minute slots will be allocated to parents to meet with each of their children’s teachers and a
bell will ring to let you know when the time is up. These meetings are held in the Senior
Block. More information will follow, but please note this date in your diaries.

Harmony Day national costume advance notice
We will celebrate Harmony Day on Wednesday 18th March. Students will have the
opportunity to wear a national costume and participate in a parade. Instead of a national
costume, students are also welcome to wear the colour orange, as this is the theme colour of
Harmony Day.
Brightpath for Writing
As many of you know, the school uses an assessment tool called Brightpath to assess student
writing and set learning experiences to help students improve their writing. If you wish to
know more about this, we have added a short video clip to our school website that was made
by the WA Primary Principal’s Association (WAPPA) for the International Congress for
School Effectiveness and Improvement (ICSEI) Conference held in Morocco in January this
year. Thank you to Di Filmer and Shannon May for participating in this video clip.
Year 6 Student Leaders
At assembly this morning the Year 6 student leaders were announced and will soon receive a
leaders’ pin to signify their leadership roles in the school. Below is a list of the students and
their roles. We thank them for their willingness to serve and to lead. They will be involved in
a leadership training day at the school either late this term or early next term. The elected
leaders were published in the last newsletter, however, we also ensure all Year 6 students
have leadership opportunities. These additional roles and leaders are published below.
Class Captains
S3
Jessica
Mia
S4
Jade
Owen
Aboriginal Mentors
Lachy
Jessie
Library Monitors
Zac
Tyson
Viraj
Isobel

Lunch Order Monitors
Bryn
Cassia
Jade
Austin
Hamish
Maddie
Jack
Production Crew
Samuel
Joel
Maxim
Julian
Daniel
Austin
Band Captain
Alec
Choir Captain
Laila
Junior Primary Mentors
Nadine
Zayanne
Cassia
Felice
Mia
Rachel
Summer
Sports Monitors
Anna
Andy
Neave
Jaymen
Jacob

Art Monitors
Anna
Ava
Jessica
Sam
ICT Monitors
S3
Zac
Ryan
Daniel
Beau
S4
William
Samuel
Tyson
Lachy
Jump Jam Team
Laila
Zac
Harper
Neave
Ava
Lily
Zayanne
Cassia
Annabel
Jade
Hannah
Hannah
Owen
Maddie
Facilities Upgrades
Over the school holidays we had new ceilings installed in some of the classrooms as well as
having the junior toilets and staff toilets refurbished. The toilet refurbishment is thanks to the
government’s maintenance blitz funding that saw the school receive $52,000. We will also
be taking possession of a new transportable bathroom that is compliant with disability
regulations. This will be installed between the office and P1. Over the next holidays a
number of new paths and ramps, compliant with disability access requirements, will also be
installed.
Vista Street Kindy had exterior paint work completed over the holidays along with new
ceilings.

Annual Reminders
We are required to provide everyone with some annual reminders.
While school starts at 8:50am each morning, we are happy for students to arrive at 8:30am
when classroom doors open to allow students time to setup for the day and participate in
before school sessions such as reading. This enables everyone to be ready for the start of the
day. Students who arrive before this time must be seated in the quadrangle area and must not
interrupt the teachers’ preparations for the school day. We can only guarantee supervision
from 8:15am onwards. Students should not arrive at school before 8:15am. All students who
arrive after 9am must report to the office so that we can record attendance without
interrupting the classroom teachers’ lessons.
All students who must wait at the end of the day for pickup must wait with Miss Jones at the
kiss and drive. Any students who have not been collected by 3:15pm will be taken to the
office for collection. We are happy for students who are being directly supervised by the
parents to play on playground equipment after school. Supervising other people’s children,
without consent from their parents, is not compliant with legal requirements. Equipment
cannot be used before school (except by clubs who have been licensed to use the school site
for training) and the oval is out of bounds before and after school.
It has been school policy for some time for the early childhood area (enclosed area where the
kindy and Pre-primary classes are located) to be vacated by 4:00pm. Likewise, now that we
have OSHClub on site, it is important that we vacate the school grounds by 4pm to allow
the OSHClub to use the area, as they are licensed to do.
All visitors to the school must report to the office first. This includes parents who are
attending the school after the start of the school day. Students will not be released from their
classroom without a slip from the office. This is a safety precaution to ensure only people
who have the right to access students do so.
We have completed a deed of licence with OSHClub allowing them to use the undercover
area before and after school each day so we must avoid this area altogether to allow them to
run their program uninterrupted. Please access the quadrangle via the gate near the library
rather than through the undercover area.
For safety reasons students are not allowed to ride their scooters, skateboard or bikes on the
school grounds. Students are asked to walk these items instead. We also ask that parents
follow the same rules as good role models.
Children are allowed to climb trees but they should not climb higher than a teacher can reach
(approx. 1.5m).
A reminder that all student absences must be explained either in writing (by a written note,
the Smartlink app or by email via the website) or by speaking to the school/class teacher
(who will record the explanation in writing). All families taking vacation leave outside of
school holidays must also write to the principal seeking authorisation. In the absence of this
request, these absences will be recorded as unauthorised. It is important to note that
authorisation for absence due to vacations is also dependent on past attendance, length of

absence and plans for maintaining your child’s education. Australia has mandatory school
attendance, so authorisation is important.
The staff car park is not available for dropping off students in the mornings or picking up
students at the end of the day. It is a small car park and our staff can’t all park there because it
is so small. It is also difficult getting out during peak times (especially if others are trying to
get in) so please do not use the car park. While I realise that often people think that when they
do it there is no harm, but if everyone did it, of course, there would be chaos. It is also not
safe for children to be in this area as backing cars don’t always see small children and
children can move quickly and unpredictably. Thanks for your support on this.
Kiss and Drive/Wave
For those of you who are new to our school, you may not be aware of how the kiss and drive
area works. It is located on the school netball court and accessed from Fourth Avenue. The
exit is on Banksia Tce. While there is no parking, this is an opportunity to quickly drop off or
pick up your child from the school. Please keep circling if your child has not arrived for pick
up and there is a queue of parents onto the road waiting to collect their children. This means
that the system works more effectively as a queue on the road can quickly become
gridlocked. In the event that gridlock should occur, you will need to exit by turning left.
Please also note that you cannot overtake someone while on school property. Please be aware
that there is a gutter cutting under the driveway and if you decide to drive around someone
you may end up damaging your car if you drive into it accidentally. So please stick to
forming a queue and not overtaking. Please see the attached for more information on this.
Our School Board – nominations due this Friday 28th February
The School Board will be meeting twice a term – on the third and ninth Wednesday of each
term at 5:30pm. Andrew Cody is the outgoing chair of the school board. While there are
some vacancies on the board this year, we currently have enough nominations to fill those
vacancies, however, that should not deter you from nominating. When we have more
nominations than positions, we will need to have an election. If you are interested in
nominating yourself, please complete the attached nomination form and return it to the school
by Friday 28th February. Also attached is an information sheet which gives potential
nominees an overview of the board and how it runs. Please see the last newsletter for a list of
functions of the board as outlined in the Department’s policy. Please note – all Board
members are now required to give consent for the Department of Education to undertake a
National Police History Check into their backgrounds.

Bronwyn Jones
PRINCIPAL

Foyer Display
The students in Room 1 worked together to come up with wonderful words to describe
themselves and each other.

What a fabulous display in the foyer to start off the year!

Just for a laugh

Creativity
Discovering the power of imagination! Encouraging original thought, curiosity and daring to
see things in new ways. Identifying your own special strengths.
Congratulations to the following award winners from today’s assembly.

Faction swimming carnival
The faction swimming carnival is on Friday 13th March. Permission notes will come home
via Consent 2 Go. Money envelopes and nomination forms will be sent home as a hard copy.
The carnival is for all Year 4 to 6 students and invited Year 2 and 3s. A copy of the program
can be found by clicking on this link.
Swimmers will be chosen from the carnival to compete at Inter School on the 27th March.
Running Club
Running Club will commence after the faction swimming carnival in Week 7.
Winter Sport
Registrations are taking place in the community for winter sport competitions. If you want to
play a winter sport, check their website out for how to sign up and get involved.

The Kensington Primary School Movie Under the Stars is fast approaching, so save the date
for the 27th of March and jump onto trybooking.com/BIMJY to secure your early bird tickets
before they sell out! Bring your family and friends down for a fun night watching Sonic the
Hedgehog on our big screen. Food/drinks and snacks will be available for purchase on the

night or you can BYO a picnic dinner and relax. Special thanks to our amazing Gold Sponsor
Karen Firth from Bourkes Real Estate – for all your real estate needs and our Silver Sponsor
Statewest Civil Contracts – for all your excavating needs.
Uniform Shop request

The Uniform Shop ladies are seeking a donation of a laptop – their current one is on its last
legs! If anyone has a laptop that they are willing to donate, please email
kensingtonpspc@gmail.com Thank you for your assistance!

Kensington Primary’s Dads Group – The DUCKs (Dads United for the Children of
Kensington) – has been established for five years and has had many great events. Our aim is
for you to have fun with your kids and become part of a strong and supportive network of
committed dads connected to the school.
This FREE re-launch event will be informal yet informative for dads, father-figures and
school leaders, whether new or experienced with the Fathering Project and the DUCKs. It
will provide you with information about the important role of dads, the aims of The Fathering
Project and the DUCKs.
We’d love anyone interested to come along and find out what the DUCKs and The Fathering
Project are all about.

**We would especially love to see parents of children in the younger years come along**
Who:
When:
Where:
RSVP:

Dads and father-figures especially, but interested Mums are most welcome
Tuesday 17th March at 7pm
Como Bowls Club – 99 Hensman St, South Perth
Dave at hhmst1@westnet.com.au

Light snacks will be provided.
DUCKs Events Coming Soon…Save the Dates
31 March: DUCKs Helpers Meeting – Join us and get involved. Newcomers and new ideas
are very welcome!
4 April: The Kensington Wedgie @ Morris Mundy – Fun & Games Afternoon (and maybe a
waterslide 

Information from the school nurse
Colour Blindness
Colour blindness means that a person cannot distinguish some colours or see the colours
differently to other people. Very few people who are colour blind are ‘blind’ to all colours.
Commonly, the colours seen differently are greens, yellows, oranges and reds.
An information leaflet on colour blindness will be distributed to all year Pre-primary students
in Term 1. Please take the time to read the pamphlet.
For more information and see the Colour Blind Awareness and Support Group on
http://www.members.optusnet.com.au/~doverton/
If you have any concerns, colour vision testing can be performed by some general
practitioners, eye specialists or optometrists. You can also contact the School Health Nurse,
Nyria, on 0419 424 087.
Parenting Support Available
Click here to find out more about the Circle of Security free parenting program for parents of
children aged between 4 months and 6 years.
Click here for information on a free 5 week course for parents experiencing conflict after
separation.

Click here if you wish to complete a survey to help the Child and Adolescent Health Service
develop a three year plan for how they can better improve their service.
Dental Health
The Perth Children’s hospital has identified tooth extraction as its most common emergency
surgery. They are seeing 21 children a week, some still in nappies and many who have not
even reached 5 years old, to remove rotten teeth. The cause of these surgeries is excess sugar
caused through putting children to sleep with bottles of milk or juice as well as high
consumption of processed foods that contain hidden sugars. Click here for the article
published in The West Australian on 18th February.

About ASC: Australian Sports Camps have run camps for over 36 years in sports such as
football, netball, cricket, soccer, hockey, basketball, rugby union, rugby league and tennis,

and are dedicated to providing the best sports coaching for boys and girls of all standards.
Specialist coaches or guest professional sports stars attend daily to run specific skills
sessions. We are delighted to have paired up with other providers to offer even more options
including futsal, rock climbing, golf and more!
We are currently offering a 30% early booking discount on all ASC 3-day camps which is
available to all participants who book by Sunday 15 March 2020. After 15 March, siblings
always receive a 20% discount and other discounts are available for groups depending on the
number of participants. Further information can be found on our
website https://australiansportscamps.com.au or by contacting the office.
Click here to view the flyer.

Curtin University Football Club is now open for online registrations for the upcoming
season. Please click here for further details.

*The above community advertisements are for your information only and should not be taken
as endorsement by Kensington Primary School.

